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COON CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 
Request for Board Action 

 
MEETING DATE:  January 12, 2026 
AGENDA NUMBER:  14 
ITEM:    MOU with City of Blaine for Bridgewater Filter 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: $40,000 
POLICY IMPACT: Policy 
 
REQUEST 
Authorize execution of a Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Blaine to 
earmark city funds for implementation of the Bridgewater Filter Project. 
 
 
PURPOSE AND SCOPE 
To enter into the attached agreement with the City of Blaine to formally secure the City’s 
project funding commitment while a full Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) is developed. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Ditch 39 is a tributary to Sand Creek, which was added to Minnesota’s 303(d) list of 
impaired waters for aquatic life impairments in 2006 due to macroinvertebrate and fish 
bioassessments and for aquatic recreation impairments in 2016 due to elevated levels of 
Escherichia coli (E. coli) bacteria. Excess total phosphorus (TP), total suspended solids 
(TSS), altered hydrology, and poor habitat were identified as the primary stressors to 
Sand Creek’s biota. Pollutant loading allocations were established for TSS, TP, and E. 
coli as part of the CCWD Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) study approved in 2016 
with a target year of 2045. 
 
In 2024, the District prepared the Ditch 39 Subwatershed Plan in partnership with the 
City of Blaine, the City of Coon Rapids, and Anoka County. The plan identified a 
regional stormwater filtration project on public land as a cost-effective project to support 
TMDL goals. Feasibility designs, cost estimates, and geotechnical exploration were 
completed.  
 
In 2024, the District was awarded a Clean Water Fund Projects and Practices grant in the 
amount of $625,000 for the Bridgwater Regional BIESF project (Project).  
 
At the June 17, 2024, annual Board tour the project was discussed. 
 
At the September 14, 2025, Board meeting the Board approved the 2026 budget 
including the construction of the Project. 
 
On December 15, 2025, the City of Blaine Council reviewed and executed the MOU.  
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ISSUES/CONCERNS 
Secure Partner Funds Blaine has confirmed funding availability but requested an 
agreement to formally earmark funds so they are not reallocated. The MOU formally 
secure the City’s project funding commitment while a full Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) 
is developed.  
 
Project Funding: The estimated maximum total Project cost is $1,182,000. Cost 
allocation CWF Grant ($625,000), CCWD ($40,000), City of Blaine ($400,000), City of 
Coon Rapids ($95,000), Anoka County ($22,000) and. 
 
Legal review: This MOU has been reviewed by legal representatives for both parties and 
has been approved by City Council. 
    
Joint Powers Agreement: A separate JPA with Blaine, Coon Rapids, and Anoka County 
will be developed to define roles for funding, construction, and post-construction 
maintenance. 
 
 
OPTIONS 

1. Approve execution of the MOU with the City of Blaine  
2. Table action until next meeting with statement of reason and need 
3. Discontinue project advancement 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approve execution of the MOU with the City of Blaine  
 


