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COON CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT
Request for Board Action

MEETING DATE: January 12, 2026
AGENDA NUMBER: 19

ITEM: MS4 Permit Reissuance
AGENDA: Discussion

ACTION REQUESTED

Review and discuss

PURPOSE AND SCOPE

To inform the Board of the MPCA'’s reissuance of the MS4 General Permit, summarize
preliminary staff review of the draft permit, and inform the Board of current efforts to
request an extension to the public comment deadline.

BACKGROUND

The District is regulated under the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) General Permit issued through the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program.

The MS4 permit expires after 5 years. The existing permit expired in November 2025.
Permit coverage continues under the expired permit until a new permit is formally
reissued, and a required fee is submitted. The district submitted the fee on time.

In 2025, the MPCA initiated the MS4 permit reissuance process, including publication of

a draft permit with comments due January 30, 2026.

ISSUES/CONCERNS/OPPORTUNITIES
MPCA MS4 website https://www.pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/ms4-general-permit

Draft MS4 General Permit https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/wqg-strm4-94c.pdf

Notable Changes-District staff conducted a preliminary review of the draft reissued
permit. At this time, staff observes the following:
e Many reorganization, clarification edits, and formatting changes.
e Some proposed changes to documentation and reporting requirements and the
frequency of some inspections would result in a small increase in staff workload.
e A new, optional “Water Quality Crediting” section. As currently written, this
section is complex and difficult to interpret, and staff does not recommend relying
on this provision until further clarification is provided by MPCA.


https://www.pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/ms4-general-permit
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/wq-strm4-94c.pdf
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Comment Timeline Concern The public comment deadline is January 30. The MPCA is
scheduled to provide a presentation on the draft permit at the MECA Conference on
January 27 which provides limited time for staff to incorporate information from the
presentation, coordination among partners, and governing boards to review and consider
formal comments.

The Minnesota Cities Stormwater Coalition submitted a request to MPCA to extend the
comment deadline to February 27, 2026. The initial response from MPCA reportedly
declined the extension request but indicated the matter was being elevated for further
review.

Staff requested that Minnesota Watersheds submit a similar extension request on behalf
of watershed districts. That request was submitted on January 5, and a response has not
yet been received.

At this stage, staff does not have any substantive or technical comments to recommend
for submittal; however, clarification from MPCA may inform whether comments are
warranted prior to the close of the comment period.

IMPLICATIONS
1. Short-term impacts are expected to be administrative, primarily related to revised
reporting and annual activity requirements.

2. If proposed frequency changes remain, staff anticipates a small but measurable
increase in annual workload associated with MS4 compliance.

3. Additional clarity from MPCA may be necessary before fully evaluating
implementation impacts of the proposed permit language.

NEXT STEPS
e Staff will monitor the status of the comment deadline extension request.
e Staff will review information and feedback shared at the January 27 presentation.

e Ifadditional time is granted, staff will bring any recommended comments back to the
Board.

RECOMMENDATION
None



