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COON CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 
Request for Board Action 

 
MEETING DATE:  February 23, 2026 
AGENDA NUMBER: 09  
ITEM:    Draft District Rules 
 
AGENDA:    Discussion 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
To review and forward the Draft District Rule for review and comment by the Citizen 
Advisory Committee (CAC) and Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  
 
PURPOSE & SCOPE OF ITEM   
Staff is in the process of updating the District Rules. The purpose of this item is to obtain 
preliminary feedback on revisions and forward the Draft District Rules to the District’s 
advisory committees to collect feedback. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The District adopted its current rules on October 10, 2022, with an effective date of 
January 1, 2023. 
 
The intent of this update to the District Rules is to provide clarification on standards that 
have caused confusion during the permitting process and address any gaps that staff have 
identified since the current rules have been in place.    
 
ISSUES/CONCERNS 
Below is a summary of currently proposed revisions. 
 
2.1 Permit Required – A clause has been added clarifying that the applicant needs to 
obtain all other required permits, and that approval of an application may be contingent 
upon compliance with applicable State and Federal regulations. This provides the District 
with the ability to require proof of compliance with other regulations that are known to 
apply. 
 
2.7.2 Fees – Updated to reflect the current fee structure by removing Application Fees 
which were previously distinct from Review and Inspection Fees. 
 
2.9 Permit Terms – Added “or other assigned individual” to the list of those that are 
authorized to sign permits in case none of the others listed are available for permit 
issuance. 
 
2.12.2 Infiltration Test – Staff received clarification from the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency (MPCA) that an upper limit of the infiltration rates of 8.3 in/hour is 
intended to be for design, not post-construction testing. Since staff have seen extremely 
high infiltration rates, the upper limit was changed to clarify that permittees may be 
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required to mitigate if infiltration rates exceed 8.3 in/hour. This allows District staff to 
evaluate the need for mitigation on a case-by-case basis. 
 
3.3.1 Modeling Requirements – The SCS Curve Number method is specified to be used 
in submitted hydrologic and hydraulic calculations. The District has received several 
submittals using the Rational Method which are not standard in Minnesota and do not 
address volume. 
 
3.3.3.a Pretreatment – Revised to clarify that the 80% TSS removal is required for all 
pretreatment methods, not just Manufactured Treatment Devices. 
 
3.3.3 Stormwater Volume Management – Part c was revised to clarify that a geotechnical 
report is required regardless of what BMPs are proposed because soils information is also 
needed to justify that infiltration is infeasible. It was also updated to require that soil 
boring information must be less than 5 years old. The District has received soil borings 
that are 10+ years old with submittals, and it is difficult to know if they still reflect 
current site conditions. 
 
3.3.3 Stormwater Volume Management – A clause has been added that infiltration testing 
to inform design is highly encouraged and that post construction testing may be waived if 
basins are designed according to pre-construction testing results. Pre-construction testing 
to inform design is often more effective than post-construction testing and this provides 
an incentive to do it without requiring it.  
 
3.3.4.2 In Kind Treatment – Reworded for clarity.  
 
3.3.5 Discharges into Wetlands – Reworded for clarity and discharge rate removed from 
the standards table. 
 
3.3.6 Landlocked Basins – Combined with the Low Floor Freeboard requirement to 
simplify and clarify the standard. The clause allowing berms or other features to prevent 
surface flooding has been removed because it is not used. Most often Darcy’s Law 
calculations are used to provide assurance that habitable structures will not be impacted if 
the design does not have the required freeboard. 
 
3.4 Submittals – Added items to be consistent with the requirements of Rule 3. 
 
4.3.1 Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Requirements – Removed the requirement for 
stabilization of highly erodible soils within 24 hours. District staff have gotten feedback 
that this is an infeasible timeline for stabilization and soil erodibility is difficult to 
determine effectively. 
 
4.3.1 Erosion Control Standards – Added language requiring permittee to follow their 
approved Erosion and Sediment Control plan, that measures need to be maintained in 
accordance with the plan, and that measures need to stay in place until the site is 
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permanently stabilized. The approved plans always include these items, but including 
them in the rules gives more credence to them during enforcement actions.   
 
7.2 Drainage Scope and Applicability – “Conveyance system” revised to be “private 
ditch system.” Conveyance system is too broad of a term for rule applicability purposes. 
 
8.2 Buffers Scope and Applicability – Added clause that buffers do not apply to linear 
projects or grading activities with no associated impervious surface. Permanent buffers 
tend to be infeasible for linear projects, and they are unnecessary for projects that do not 
include impervious. 
 
Appendix A Definitions – Removed definitions that are no longer used in the body of the 
Rules, revised the definition of Inundation Period for clarity, and added a definition for 
Site. 
 
Appendix C Conversion Factors – Added clarification that wet ponds need to be designed 
to at least a level 2 according to the Minnesota Stormwater Manual. This was already a 
requirement in that level 2 ponds treat the required amount of TSS, but this expands on 
what is required to make a pond level 2.   
      
IMPLICATIONS FOR RESOURCE/ORGANIZATION 
These updates to the current rules are intended to make the Rules easier to understand 
and increase ease of use for applicants.  
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