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BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

Board Room 
Coon Creek Watershed District Offices 

Monday, February 23, 2026 
5:30 p.m. 

Board of Managers: 
Jim Hafner, President; Erin Lind, Vice President; Jason Lund, Secretary; Mary Campbell, Treasurer; Dwight 
McCullough, Member at Large 
 
Note: Individuals with items on the agenda or who wish to speak to the Board are encouraged to be in attendance when the meeting is 
called to order. 
 
1. Call to Order 
2. Approval of the Agenda (Additions/Corrections/Deletions) 
3. Announcements 
4. Open Mic/Public Comment 
Members of the public at this time may address the Board, for up to three minutes, on a matter not on the 
Agenda. Individuals wishing to be heard must sign in with their name and address at the door. Additional 
comments may be accepted in writing. Board action or discussion should not be expected during the 
presentation of public comment/open mic. Board members may direct staff to research the matter further or 
take the matter under advisement for consideration at a future Board meeting.  

CONSENT ITEMS 
The consent agenda is considered as one item of business.  It consists of routine administrative items or items 
not requiring discussion.  Items can be removed from the consent agenda at the request of a Board member, 
staff member or a member of the audience. 
 
5. Approval of Minutes of February 9, 2026 
6. Bills/Accounts Payable 
 
POLICY ITEMS 
 
PERMIT ITEMS 
7.  Kurvers Residence Home Build 

  
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
8. Confined Space Safety Policy 
9. Draft District Rules 
10. Personnel Guidance Manual 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
11. Website Accessibility Audit and Compliance  
12. Governors Executive Order on Permitting Reform 
 
ADJOURN 

http://www.cooncreekwd.org/
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COON CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 
BOARD OF MANAGERS' MEETING  

 
 
The Board of Managers of the Coon Creek Watershed District held their regular 
meeting on Monday, February 9, 2026, at the Coon Creek Watershed District 
Office. 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:37 PM due to technical difficulties.  
Board Members Present: Erin Lind and Jason Lund 
Board Members Present via Zoom: Dwight McCullough.  Mr. McCullough attended 
the meeting via Zoom due to illness, but his online attendance met the quorum. 
Board Members Absent: Jim Hafner, Mary Campbell 
Staff Present: Jon Janke, Justine Dauphinais, and Hattie Hillukka 
Staff Present via Zoom: Michelle Ulrich and Tyler Thompson 
 
2. Approval of the Agenda 
 
Board member Lund moved to approve the agenda. Seconded by Board member 
Lind. Roll call vote taken pursuant to Minn.Stat. 13D.02: Lind – Aye, Lund- Aye, 
McCullough – Aye. The motion carried with three (3) yeas (Board Members, Lind, 
Lund, and McCullough) and no nays. 
 
3. Announcements 
 
No announcements 
 
4. Open Mic/Public Comment 
 
No one was present for comment 
 
CONSENT ITEMS 
 
5. Approval of Minutes of January 26, 2026 
 
6. Administrator’s Report 
 
7. Advisory Committee Report 
 
8. Approval of Bills for Payment 
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Claims totaling $61,746.52 on the following disbursement(s) list will be issued 
and released upon Board approval. 
 

 
 
No Permit Items 
 
Board member Lund moved to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by Board 
member McCullough. Roll call vote taken pursuant to Minn.Stat. 13D.02: Lind – 
Aye, Lund- Aye, McCullough – Aye. The motion carried with three (3) yeas (Board 
Members, Lind, Lund, and McCullough) and no nays. 
 
POLICY ITEMS 
 
9. 2026 MS4 General Permit Comments 
 
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) is currently seeking stakeholder 
input on an early draft of the 2026 MS4 General Permit during a pre-public notice 
period through February 13th. There will be a formal public notice period to 
follow.  All comments will be publicly posted. 
 
Each District staff member responsible for administering portions of the permit 
have reviewed applicable sections of the early draft MS4 General permit. 
Questions and concerns were compiled, shared, discussed, and refined at the 
District’s Technical Advisory Committee Meeting on January 8th, 2026, and at the 
Countywide MS4 taskforce meeting on January 13th, 2026. 
 
Staff also attended the MS4 permit update session hosted by MPCA at the 2026 
Minnesota Erosion Control Association (MECA) Conference. Unfortunately, staff 
left this session with more questions than answers, prompting a greater need to 
participate in the stakeholder input gathering process.   
 
Based on the findings and exhibits as presented in the Staff Report, the staff 
recommendation was to authorize staff to submit the letter attached to the staff 

Vendor Amount
V0008--US BANK 17,894.46
V0010--A1 FLOOR AND CARPET CARE 1,119.30
V0026--CITY OF COON RAPIDS 3,170.00
V0054--MICHELLE J ULRICH PA 5,012.50
V0111--WELL GROOMED LAWNS INC 452.00
V0128--YTS COMPANIES LLC 12,777.50
V0242--METRO I NET 7,330.00
V0352--HEALTH EQUITY INC 768.99
V0362--PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION 7,865.02
V0363--MINNESOTA STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 1,215.00
V0427--LANDCO HOLDINGS OF MINNESOTA LLC 4,021.75
V0428--JESSICA LINDEMYER 120.00

61,746.52
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report providing comments on the early draft 2026 Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System (MS4) General Permit. 
 
Board member Lind moved to Approve the recommendation for staff to submit the 
provided letter including comments on the early draft 2026 Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System (MS4) General Permit. Seconded by Board member Lund. 
Roll call vote taken pursuant to Minn.Stat. 13D.02: Lind – Aye, Lund- Aye, 
McCullough – Aye. The motion carried with three (3) yeas (Board Members, Lind, 
Lund, and McCullough) and no nays. 
 
PERMIT ITEMS  
 
No Permit Items 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 
10. Annual Aquatic Invasive Species Update 
 
Annually, District staff review the statewide priority list of Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS) to identify those species that are at high risk for introduction and 
spread within Coon Creek Watershed District (CCWD). High risk is defined as a 
species on the current statewide priority list with a documented occurrence in 
Anoka County or one of the seven adjacent counties (based on local and MN 
DNR Records [updated Dec 16, 2025]).  
 
Water Quality Coordinator Justine Dauphinais presented the Annual Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS) Update mentioning a correction from 17 species as stated 
on the staff report to the corrected number of 18 species. As of 2025, there are 
18 high priority aquatic invasive species (AIS) that pose a risk to District waters, 
11 of which have already been documented within the District. The District may 
play a role in managing these species on a case-by-case basis depending on 
extent and severity of impacts and feasibility, efficacy, and cost of control efforts.  
 
Three new additional AIS’s have been added to the list this year.  First is Grass 
Carp, secondly is Brittle Naiad which is a plant, and lastly is Freshwater Jellyfish. 
There are also 3 new infestations in 2026 being Phragmites, Golden Clam and 
Rusty Crayfish. 
 
Presently, District staff largely provide technical assistance with treatment 
planning and permitting, grant applications, and monitoring. The District also 
holds contingency funds to enable rapid response to new infestations for 
situations where infestations can be contained before they spread.  
 

https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/invasives/infested-waters.xlsx
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/invasives/infested-waters.xlsx
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Based on the findings and exhibits as presented in the Staff Report, the staff 
recommendation was to receive the Annual Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 
update. 
 
Board member Lund moved to receive the Annual Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 
update. Seconded by Board member Lind. Roll call vote taken pursuant to 
Minn.Stat. 13D.02: Lind – Aye, Lund- Aye, McCullough – Aye. The motion carried 
with three (3) yeas (Board Members, Lind, Lund, and McCullough) and no nays. 
 
11. 2026 Projects and Activities  
 
On December 8, 2025, the Board approved the District’s 2026 budget and 
associated activities.  
 
Administrator Jon Janke provided a map showing a visual overview of the 
planned 2026 activities illustrating the distribution of activities across the District. 
The map includes monitoring, planning, projects, grants, inspections, and 
maintenance. It is intended to serve as a general update and reference. Not all 
District responsibilities are location-based or reflected on the map. 
 
No action was requested 
 
12. Minnesota Watershed’s Legislative Briefing 
 
Mr. Janke discussed that Minnesota Watersheds has scheduled its annual 
Legislative Briefing and Day at the Capitol for March 3-4, 2026, in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. This annual event provides participating watershed organizations with 
legislative updates, opportunities to engage with state agencies and legislators, 
and time to discuss active legislative priorities. 
 
Staff is requesting to identify any Board members who plan to attend so 
registration and participation can be coordinated and to confirm whether Board 
attendance may constitute a quorum, in which case staff will provide public 
notice consistent with open meeting law requirements. Currently Board Members 
Lund, Lind and McCullough are unable to attend.  It is not determined at this 
time if Board Members Hafner and/or Campbell will be in attendance. 
 
No action was requested 
 
13. DNR Permit Application Completeness Meeting 
 
Mr. Janke discussed that Minnesota Watersheds has scheduled a free virtual 
meeting for Wednesday, February 25, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. to present the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) permit application completeness 
expectations and associated review timelines. The meeting is open to watershed 
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board members, administrators, staff, and engineers from participating 
organizations. 
 
Staff is requesting to identify any Board members who plan to attend this virtual 
meeting so that meeting access information can be shared directly and to 
confirm whether Board attendance may constitute a quorum, in which case staff 
will provide public notice consistent with open meeting law requirements. Board 
Member Lind is interested in attending if the workday allows, Board Members 
Lund and McCullough are unable to attend.  It is not determined at this time if 
Board Members Hafner and/or Campbell will be in attendance.   
 
No action was requested 
 
14. Watershed Management Video 
 
The purpose of this item is to provide Board members with accessible watershed 
management training resources to strengthen understanding of District roles, 
responsibilities, and governance and support more informed decision making. 
 
In December 2025, a video series developed by the Board of Water and Soil 
Resources (BWSR) for members of local government boards and commissions 
was shared with the Board. 
 
At the January 12, 2026, Board meeting, the Board expressed interest in 
reviewing the video series at future meetings as time allows. This staff report is 
intended to serve as a standing reference so the Board may review the videos 
incrementally over time. 
 
No action was requested 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS  
 
No items 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Board member Lund moved to adjourn at 6:17 pm. Seconded by Board member 
Lind. Roll call vote taken pursuant to Minn.Stat. 13D.02: Lind – Aye, Lund- Aye, 
McCullough – Aye. The motion carried with three (3) yeas (Board Members, Lind, 
Lund, and McCullough) and no nays. 
 
 
                                                                                
_____________________________ 
President 



Item 6: Bills to be Paid  Page 1 of 2 

COON CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 
Request for Board Action 

 
MEETING DATE:     February 23, 2026 
AGENDA NUMBER:  6 
ITEM:     Bills to Be Paid 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   Budgeted 
POLICY IMPACT:   Policy 
 
REQUEST 
Approve bills 
 
BACKGROUND  
Claims totaling $77,962.84 on the following disbursement list will be issued and released 
upon Board approval. 
 

Vendor Amount
V0015--ANOKA COUNTY MN 1,189.40
V0024--CITY OF ANDOVER 430.78
V0050--LEAGUE OF MN CITIES INSURANCE TRUST 6,583.00
V0138--RMB ENVIRONMENTAL LABORATORIES INC 105.00
V0221--ABDO LLP 3,333.33
V0221--ABDO LLP 1,767.50
V0348--BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MN 23,015.98
V0350--FIRST UNUM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 659.90
V0351--DELTA DENTAL OF MN 1,683.42
V0352--HEALTH EQUITY INC 865.38
V0352--HEALTH EQUITY INC 33.35
V0352--HEALTH EQUITY INC 963.00
V0352--HEALTH EQUITY INC 768.99
V0352--HEALTH EQUITY INC 288.46
V0352--HEALTH EQUITY INC 900.00
V0360--PAYLOCITY 771.85
V0362--PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION 7,865.02
V0363--MINNESOTA STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 1,215.00
V0415--GOPHER STATE ONE CALL 50.00
V0426--SGS AXYS ANALYTICAL SERVICES 25,416.00
V0428--JESSICA LINDEMYER 57.48

77,962.84  
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Company name: Coon Creek Watershed District
Created on: 2/19/2026

Vendor name Bill number Date Fund name Department name Account Capital Project ID Grant ID Transaction amount Memo
0973569-001 MAR 2026

FIRST UNUM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 0973569-001 MAR 2026 2/16/2026 General Fund Administration 21050 113.75 MAR 2026 LIFE INS
FIRST UNUM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 0973569-001 MAR 2026 2/16/2026 General Fund Administration 21050 369.51 MAR 2026 LTD INS
FIRST UNUM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 0973569-001 MAR 2026 2/16/2026 General Fund Administration 60715 90.16 MAR 2026 LIFE INS ADM
FIRST UNUM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 0973569-001 MAR 2026 2/16/2026 General Fund Operations & Maintenance 60715 33.66 MAR 2026 LIFE INS OM
FIRST UNUM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 0973569-001 MAR 2026 2/16/2026 General Fund Water Quality 60715 32.11 MAR 2026 LIFE INS WQ
FIRST UNUM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 0973569-001 MAR 2026 2/16/2026 General Fund Watershed Development 60715 20.71 MAR 2026 LIFE INS WD

Sum for 0973569-001 MAR 2026 659.90
1537911

SGS AXYS ANALYTICAL SERVICES 1537911 2/17/2026 General Fund Water Quality 61549 PROJ-26-521 25,416.00 ANALYSIS SAMPLES CECS Q2026-292
Sum for 1537911 25,416.00

2026021301
MINNESOTA STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 2026021301 2/13/2026 General Fund Water Quality 60718 435.00 02132026 MSRS PYRL
MINNESOTA STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 2026021301 2/13/2026 General Fund Administration 60718 300.00 02132026 MSRS PYRL
MINNESOTA STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 2026021301 2/13/2026 General Fund Planning 60718 200.00 02132026 MSRS PYRL
MINNESOTA STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 2026021301 2/13/2026 General Fund Public & Governmental Affairs 60718 25.00 02132026 MSRS PYRL
MINNESOTA STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 2026021301 2/13/2026 General Fund Operations & Maintenance 60718 105.00 02132026 MSRS PYRL
MINNESOTA STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 2026021301 2/13/2026 General Fund Watershed Development 60718 150.00 02132026 MSRS PYRL

Sum for 2026021301 1,215.00
2.60202E+11

BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MN 260202228136 2/11/2026 General Fund Planning 60722 15.52 MAR 2026 VISION INS
BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MN 260202228136 2/11/2026 General Fund Watershed Development 60722 20.90 MAR 2026 VISION INS
BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MN 260202228136 2/11/2026 General Fund Operations & Maintenance 60722 25.62 MAR 2026 VISION INS
BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MN 260202228136 2/11/2026 General Fund Administration 60722 25.58 MAR 2026 VISION INS
BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MN 260202228136 2/11/2026 General Fund Administration 21050 22,922.98 MAR 2026 HEALTH INS
BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MN 260202228136 2/11/2026 General Fund Water Quality 60722 5.38 MAR 2026 VISION INS

Sum for 260202228136 23,015.98
40008740 WC 2026

LEAGUE OF MN CITIES INSURANCE TRUST 40008740 WC 2026 2/18/2026 General Fund Administration 62373 6,583.00 ACCT 40008740 WC PREMIUMS 2026
Sum for 40008740 WC 2026 6,583.00
517812-2

ABDO LLP 517812-2 1/31/2026 General Fund Administration 63052 1,767.50 CLIENT 300036.WS JAN 26 PYRL SVCS
Sum for 517812-2 1,767.50

518598
ABDO LLP 518598 1/31/2026 General Fund Administration 63052 3,333.33 CLIENT 90322FS JAN 26 MTHLY SVCS

Sum for 518598 3,333.33
6010887

GOPHER STATE ONE CALL 6010887 1/31/2026 General Fund Operations & Maintenance 61559 50.00 2026 ANNUAL FACILITY OPERATOR FEE
Sum for 6010887 50.00
B021101

RMB ENVIRONMENTAL LABORATORIES INC B021101 1/9/2026 General Fund Water Quality 61549 PROJ-26-504 105.00 WOB021101 MONITORING
Sum for B021101 105.00
CINV26-008349

ANOKA COUNTY MN CINV26-008349 2/11/2026 General Fund Administration 60713 1,189.40 HRA BENEFITS EXP DEC 2025
Sum for CINV26-008349 1,189.40
CNS0002084671

DELTA DENTAL OF MN CNS0002084671 2/20/2026 General Fund Administration 21050 1,683.42 T04578 0227 DENTAL INS MAR 2026
Sum for CNS0002084671 1,683.42
EO9JDEB

HEALTH EQUITY INC EO9JDEB 2/12/2026 General Fund Water Quality 60713 963.00 FEB 11 DPC JD DEDUCTIONS-2025
Sum for EO9JDEB 963.00
FEB 26 REIMB

JESSICA LINDEMYER FEB 26 REIMB 2/7/2026 General Fund Public & Governmental Affairs 61148 57.48 FEB REIMB EVENT SUPPLIES
Sum for FEB 26 REIMB 57.48
INV3535609

PAYLOCITY INV3535609 2/20/2026 General Fund Administration 63052 771.85 IMPL FEES HCM SOLUTION FEBRUARY 2026
Sum for INV3535609 771.85
NTN4MDH-P

HEALTH EQUITY INC NTN4MDH-P 2/18/2026 General Fund Operations & Maintenance 60713 288.46 FEB 23 DPC JJ DEDUCTIONS
Sum for NTN4MDH-P 288.46
P3NNP8H

HEALTH EQUITY INC P3NNP8H 2/13/2026 General Fund Planning 60713 144.23 HE HSA 02132026
HEALTH EQUITY INC P3NNP8H 2/13/2026 General Fund Administration 60713 307.69 HE HSA 02132026
HEALTH EQUITY INC P3NNP8H 2/13/2026 General Fund Public & Governmental Affairs 60713 73.07 HE HSA 02132026
HEALTH EQUITY INC P3NNP8H 2/13/2026 General Fund Watershed Development 60713 100.00 HE HSA 02132026
HEALTH EQUITY INC P3NNP8H 2/13/2026 General Fund Water Quality 60713 144.00 HE HSA 02132026

Sum for P3NNP8H 768.99
SOMPER000837351

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION SOMPER000837351 2/13/2026 General Fund Administration 21050 7,865.02 02132026 PERA PYRL
Sum for SOMPER000837351 7,865.02
W77CPJA

HEALTH EQUITY INC W77CPJA 2/20/2026 General Fund Operations & Maintenance 60713 900.00 FEB 23 DPC TT DEDUCTIONS
Sum for W77CPJA 900.00
WQCS 20% 2025

CITY OF ANDOVER WQCS 20% 2025 2/10/2026 General Fund Water Quality 61549 PROJ-25-506 430.78 2025 WQCS FINAL 20% PLOW BLADES
Sum for WQCS 20% 2025 430.78
WX81G3T-P

HEALTH EQUITY INC WX81G3T-P 2/6/2026 General Fund Operations & Maintenance 60713 865.38 FEB 09 DPC JJ DEDUCTIONS
Sum for WX81G3T-P 865.38
YRAV0TE

HEALTH EQUITY INC YRAV0TE 2/11/2026 General Fund Administration 60713 33.35 FEB 2026 HSA FEES
Sum for YRAV0TE 33.35
Sum Total 77,962.84  
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Permit Application Review Report 
Date: 2/18/2026 

 
Board Meeting Date: 2/23/2026 
Agenda Item: 
 
Applicant/Landowner: 
 

Thomas Kurvers 
1111 Sibley Memorial Hwy Unit 2C  
Lilydale, MN 55118 
 

 

Project Name: Kurvers Residence Home Build 
 
Project PAN: P-26-006  
 
Project Purpose: construction of a new single-family home 
 
Project Location: 9698 Unity St NW, Coon Rapids 
 
Site Size: size of parcel - 0.82 acres; size of disturbed area - 0.5 acres; size of regulated impervious 
surface – 0 acres 
 
Applicable District Rule(s): Rule 2, Rule 4 
 
 
Recommendation: Approve with 1 Conditions and 0 Stipulations 
 
 
Description: The application is proposing the construction of a new single-family home on Unity 
Street in Coon Rapids. The project will disturb 0.5 acres and create no regulated impervious. The 
parcel drains to Lower Coon Creek. The relevant water resource concern is soils and erosion control 
which is District Rule 4. See attached Figure 1: Project Location and Figure 2: Site Plan.  
 
Conditions to be Met Before Permit Issuance: 
 
Rule 4.0 – Soils and Erosion Control 

  
1. Updated the erosion and sediment control plan to include the following:  

a. a note that portable toilets should be secured to prevent tipping.  
b. standard details for erosion control devices.   

 
Stipulations: none 
 
Exhibits: 
Exhibit Type Exhibit Author Signature Date Received Date 
 

House Plans Stonebrooke 
Engineering 

12/12/2025 02/02/2026 
 

Erosion Control Plans Stonebrooke 
Engineering 

02/02/2025 02/02/2026 
 

Grading Plans Stonebrooke 
Engineering 

08/07/2025 02/02/2026 
 

 

http://www.cooncreekwd.org/
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Findings 
 
Fees and Escrows (Rule 2.7):  
The applicant has submitted a $1500 review and inspection fee deposit which corresponds with the 
sum of fees associated with the following rules.  

- Rule 4.0 ($1,500 for 0.5 acres of land disturbance proposed) 
The applicant is not required to submit performance escrow because the proposed project is a Single-
Family Home that will disturb 0.5 acres or less.  

 
Stormwater Management (Rule 3.0):  
The proposed project does not create a cumulative total of 10,000 sf or more of new or fully 
reconstructed impervious surface, or 5,000 sf or more of new or fully reconstructed impervious 
surface for non-residential or multifamily residential within one mile of and draining to an impaired 
water. The proposed project is not a public linear project where the sum of the new and fully 
reconstructed impervious surface is equal to one or more acres. Stormwater Management standards 
do not apply.  

 
Soils and Erosion Control (Rule 4.0) 
Rule 4.0 applies to the proposed project because it includes land disturbing activities of 10,000 square 
feet or more and is within 300 feet of and drains to a waterbody. 

 
The proposed project drains to Lower Coon Creek. The soil affected by the project includes Hayden 
fine sandy loam and has a soil erodibility factor of 0.15 or greater. Disturbed areas are proposed to 
be stabilized within 24 hours, as required. The proposed erosion and sediment control plan includes 
perimeter control, inlet protection, stabilized construction entrance, and street sweeping. The erosion 
control plan does not meet District requirements because standard details have not been provided 
for erosion and sediment control devices and portable toilets are not proposed to be secured. The 
site does not require an NPDES permit. See attached Figure 3: Soils and Erosion Control. 
 
Wetlands (Rule 5.0) 
The proposed project does not include activities which result in the filling, draining, excavating, or 
otherwise altering the hydrology of a wetland. Rule 5.0 does not apply. 
  
Floodplain (Rule 6.0) 
The proposed project does not include land disturbing activities within the floodplain as mapped and 
modeled by the District. Rule 6.0 does not apply. 
 
Drainage, Bridges, Culverts, and Utility Crossings (Rule 7.0) 
The proposed project does not include land disturbing activities which construct, improve, repair, or 
alter the hydraulic characteristics of a bridge profile control or culvert structure on a creek, public 
ditch, or major watercourse. The proposed project does not include land disturbing activities which 
involve a pipeline or utility crossing of a creek, public ditch, or major watercourse.  
 
The proposed project does not include land disturbing activities which construct, improve, repair or 
alter the hydraulic characteristics of a conveyance system that extends across two or more parcels 
of record not under common ownership and has a drainage area of 200 acres or greater. Rule 7.0 
does not apply.           
 
Buffers (Rule 8.0) 
The proposed project does not include a land disturbing activity on land adjacent or directly 
contributing to a Public Water, Additional Waters, High or Outstanding Ecological Value Waters, a 
Public Ditch, or Impaired Waters/waters exceeding state water quality standards. Rule 8.0 does not 
apply. 

 
Variances (Rule 10.2) 
The proposed project is not requesting a variance from the District’s rules, regulations, and policies. 
Rule 10.2 does not apply.  

http://www.cooncreekwd.org/
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Figure 1: Project Location 
 
 

http://www.cooncreekwd.org/
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Figure 2: Site Plan 
 

http://www.cooncreekwd.org/
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Figure 3: Soil and Erosion Control 
 
 
 

http://www.cooncreekwd.org/
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COON CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 
Request for Board Action 

 
MEETING DATE:   February 23, 2026 
AGENDA NUMBER: 8 
ITEM:    Confined Space Safety Policy 
 
AGENDA:    Discussion 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Discuss the proposed Confined Space Safety Policy and consider adoption of Resolution 
No. 2026-03. 
 
 
PURPOSE & SCOPE OF ITEM   
To provide Board review of a proposed Confined Space Safety Policy supporting 
implementation of a written confined space program consistent with applicable safety 
requirements. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Coon Creek Watershed District owns and operates infrastructure that meets the 
definition of a confined space under the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) standards. District staff may also need to enter confined spaces that are not 
owned or operated by the District in order to complete assigned responsibilities. Staff 
have received confined space training and the District has obtained the necessary 
equipment and procedures to comply with applicable safety requirements. 
 
 
OPTIONS 
1. Discuss and determine not to proceed with adoption. 
2. Discuss and provide directions on revisions; forward to a future meeting. 
3. Discuss and adopt Resolution No. 2026-03 approving the Coon Creek Watershed 

District Confined Space Safety Policy. 
 



COON CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 
 

POLICY & PROCEDURES MANUAL 
 
Policy: Confined Space Safety 
 
 
PURPOSE 
To protect employee safety through implementation of a written confined space program 
consistent with applicable occupational safety regulations. 
 
POLICY  
The Coon Creek Watershed District (District) shall comply with applicable occupational safety 
regulations governing confined spaces. 
 
The District shall establish, implement, and maintain a written confined space program 
consistent with applicable regulatory requirements. 
 
District employees shall not enter permit-required confined spaces except in accordance with the 
District’s written confined space program and required entry authorization procedures. 
 
The Administrator is responsible for drafting and administering the confined space program, 
including employee training, entry permitting, equipment standards, and related procedures 
necessary to ensure compliance and employee safety. 
 
Detailed procedures and operational documents associated with the confined space program shall 
be maintained administratively and updated as necessary. 
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RESOLUTION 2026-03 
ADOPTING THE COON CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT  

CONFINED SPACE SAFETY POLICY 
 

WHEREAS, The Coon Creek Watershed District is authorized and formed under 
Minnesota Statutes 103D, and  
 
WHEREAS, The Coon Creek Watershed District is committed to maintaining a safe 
working environment for its employees; and 
 
WHEREAS, Coon Creek Watershed District employees may encounter or enter 
confined spaces in the course of performing monitoring, inspection, maintenance, 
or other work activities; and 
 
WHEREAS, Applicable occupational safety regulations require employers to 
evaluate confined spaces and, when applicable, maintain a written confined space 
program; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Board of Managers hereby adopts 
the Coon Creek Watershed District Confined Space Safety Policy attached hereto 
as Exhibit A; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That the Administrator is authorized to implement and 
administer the policy and associated internal procedures necessary to ensure 
compliance with applicable regulations. 
 
 
Board Member _________ moved to adopt Resolution 2026-03, 
Adopting the Coon Creek Watershed District Confined Space Safety 
Policy. Seconded by Board Member____________. 
 
Upon a vote, there were ______ yeas and ______ Nays as follows: 
 

 Yea Nay Absent Abstain 
Hafner      
Lind     
Lund     
Campbell     
McCullough     

 

http://www.cooncreekwd.org/


13632 Van Buren St NE | Ham Lake, MN 55304 | 763.755.0975 | www.cooncreekwd.org 

Date: February 23, 2026 
 
 
 
__________________________________ Date: February 23, 2026 
CCWD Board President 
 

http://www.cooncreekwd.org/
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COON CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 
Request for Board Action 

 
MEETING DATE:  February 23, 2026 
AGENDA NUMBER: 09  
ITEM:    Draft District Rules 
 
AGENDA:    Discussion 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
To review and forward the Draft District Rule for review and comment by the Citizen 
Advisory Committee (CAC) and Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  
 
PURPOSE & SCOPE OF ITEM   
Staff is in the process of updating the District Rules. The purpose of this item is to obtain 
preliminary feedback on revisions and forward the Draft District Rules to the District’s 
advisory committees to collect feedback. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The District adopted its current rules on October 10, 2022, with an effective date of 
January 1, 2023. 
 
The intent of this update to the District Rules is to provide clarification on standards that 
have caused confusion during the permitting process and address any gaps that staff have 
identified since the current rules have been in place.    
 
ISSUES/CONCERNS 
Below is a summary of currently proposed revisions. 
 
2.1 Permit Required – A clause has been added clarifying that the applicant needs to 
obtain all other required permits, and that approval of an application may be contingent 
upon compliance with applicable State and Federal regulations. This provides the District 
with the ability to require proof of compliance with other regulations that are known to 
apply. 
 
2.7.2 Fees – Updated to reflect the current fee structure by removing Application Fees 
which were previously distinct from Review and Inspection Fees. 
 
2.9 Permit Terms – Added “or other assigned individual” to the list of those that are 
authorized to sign permits in case none of the others listed are available for permit 
issuance. 
 
2.12.2 Infiltration Test – Staff received clarification from the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency (MPCA) that an upper limit of the infiltration rates of 8.3 in/hour is 
intended to be for design, not post-construction testing. Since staff have seen extremely 
high infiltration rates, the upper limit was changed to clarify that permittees may be 
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required to mitigate if infiltration rates exceed 8.3 in/hour. This allows District staff to 
evaluate the need for mitigation on a case-by-case basis. 
 
3.3.1 Modeling Requirements – The SCS Curve Number method is specified to be used 
in submitted hydrologic and hydraulic calculations. The District has received several 
submittals using the Rational Method which are not standard in Minnesota and do not 
address volume. 
 
3.3.3.a Pretreatment – Revised to clarify that the 80% TSS removal is required for all 
pretreatment methods, not just Manufactured Treatment Devices. 
 
3.3.3 Stormwater Volume Management – Part c was revised to clarify that a geotechnical 
report is required regardless of what BMPs are proposed because soils information is also 
needed to justify that infiltration is infeasible. It was also updated to require that soil 
boring information must be less than 5 years old. The District has received soil borings 
that are 10+ years old with submittals, and it is difficult to know if they still reflect 
current site conditions. 
 
3.3.3 Stormwater Volume Management – A clause has been added that infiltration testing 
to inform design is highly encouraged and that post construction testing may be waived if 
basins are designed according to pre-construction testing results. Pre-construction testing 
to inform design is often more effective than post-construction testing and this provides 
an incentive to do it without requiring it.  
 
3.3.4.2 In Kind Treatment – Reworded for clarity.  
 
3.3.5 Discharges into Wetlands – Reworded for clarity and discharge rate removed from 
the standards table. 
 
3.3.6 Landlocked Basins – Combined with the Low Floor Freeboard requirement to 
simplify and clarify the standard. The clause allowing berms or other features to prevent 
surface flooding has been removed because it is not used. Most often Darcy’s Law 
calculations are used to provide assurance that habitable structures will not be impacted if 
the design does not have the required freeboard. 
 
3.4 Submittals – Added items to be consistent with the requirements of Rule 3. 
 
4.3.1 Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Requirements – Removed the requirement for 
stabilization of highly erodible soils within 24 hours. District staff have gotten feedback 
that this is an infeasible timeline for stabilization and soil erodibility is difficult to 
determine effectively. 
 
4.3.1 Erosion Control Standards – Added language requiring permittee to follow their 
approved Erosion and Sediment Control plan, that measures need to be maintained in 
accordance with the plan, and that measures need to stay in place until the site is 
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permanently stabilized. The approved plans always include these items, but including 
them in the rules gives more credence to them during enforcement actions.   
 
7.2 Drainage Scope and Applicability – “Conveyance system” revised to be “private 
ditch system.” Conveyance system is too broad of a term for rule applicability purposes. 
 
8.2 Buffers Scope and Applicability – Added clause that buffers do not apply to linear 
projects or grading activities with no associated impervious surface. Permanent buffers 
tend to be infeasible for linear projects, and they are unnecessary for projects that do not 
include impervious. 
 
Appendix A Definitions – Removed definitions that are no longer used in the body of the 
Rules, revised the definition of Inundation Period for clarity, and added a definition for 
Site. 
 
Appendix C Conversion Factors – Added clarification that wet ponds need to be designed 
to at least a level 2 according to the Minnesota Stormwater Manual. This was already a 
requirement in that level 2 ponds treat the required amount of TSS, but this expands on 
what is required to make a pond level 2.   
      
IMPLICATIONS FOR RESOURCE/ORGANIZATION 
These updates to the current rules are intended to make the Rules easier to understand 
and increase ease of use for applicants.  
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COON CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 
Request for Board Action 

 
MEETING DATE:  February 23, 2026 
AGENDA NUMBER: 09  
ITEM:    Draft District Rules 
 
AGENDA:    Discussion 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
To review and forward the Draft District Rule for review and comment by the Citizen 
Advisory Committee (CAC) and Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  
 
PURPOSE & SCOPE OF ITEM   
Staff is in the process of updating the District Rules. The purpose of this item is to obtain 
preliminary feedback on revisions and forward the Draft District Rules to the District’s 
advisory committees to collect feedback. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The District adopted its current rules on October 10, 2022, with an effective date of 
January 1, 2023. 
 
The intent of this update to the District Rules is to provide clarification on standards that 
have caused confusion during the permitting process and address any gaps that staff have 
identified since the current rules have been in place.    
 
ISSUES/CONCERNS 
Below is a summary of currently proposed revisions. 
 
2.1 Permit Required – A clause has been added clarifying that the applicant needs to 
obtain all other required permits, and that approval of an application may be contingent 
upon compliance with applicable State and Federal regulations. This provides the District 
with the ability to require proof of compliance with other regulations that are known to 
apply. 
 
2.7.2 Fees – Updated to reflect the current fee structure by removing Application Fees 
which were previously distinct from Review and Inspection Fees. 
 
2.9 Permit Terms – Added “or other assigned individual” to the list of those that are 
authorized to sign permits in case none of the others listed are available for permit 
issuance. 
 
2.12.2 Infiltration Test – Staff received clarification from the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency (MPCA) that an upper limit of the infiltration rates of 8.3 in/hour is 
intended to be for design, not post-construction testing. Since staff have seen extremely 
high infiltration rates, the upper limit was changed to clarify that permittees may be 
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required to mitigate if infiltration rates exceed 8.3 in/hour. This allows District staff to 
evaluate the need for mitigation on a case-by-case basis. 
 
3.3.1 Modeling Requirements – The SCS Curve Number method is specified to be used 
in submitted hydrologic and hydraulic calculations. The District has received several 
submittals using the Rational Method which are not standard in Minnesota and do not 
address volume. 
 
3.3.3.a Pretreatment – Revised to clarify that the 80% TSS removal is required for all 
pretreatment methods, not just Manufactured Treatment Devices. 
 
3.3.3 Stormwater Volume Management – Part c was revised to clarify that a geotechnical 
report is required regardless of what BMPs are proposed because soils information is also 
needed to justify that infiltration is infeasible. It was also updated to require that soil 
boring information must be less than 5 years old. The District has received soil borings 
that are 10+ years old with submittals, and it is difficult to know if they still reflect 
current site conditions. 
 
3.3.3 Stormwater Volume Management – A clause has been added that infiltration testing 
to inform design is highly encouraged and that post construction testing may be waived if 
basins are designed according to pre-construction testing results. Pre-construction testing 
to inform design is often more effective than post-construction testing and this provides 
an incentive to do it without requiring it.  
 
3.3.4.2 In Kind Treatment – Reworded for clarity.  
 
3.3.5 Discharges into Wetlands – Reworded for clarity and discharge rate removed from 
the standards table. 
 
3.3.6 Landlocked Basins – Combined with the Low Floor Freeboard requirement to 
simplify and clarify the standard. The clause allowing berms or other features to prevent 
surface flooding has been removed because it is not used. Most often Darcy’s Law 
calculations are used to provide assurance that habitable structures will not be impacted if 
the design does not have the required freeboard. 
 
3.4 Submittals – Added items to be consistent with the requirements of Rule 3. 
 
4.3.1 Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Requirements – Removed the requirement for 
stabilization of highly erodible soils within 24 hours. District staff have gotten feedback 
that this is an infeasible timeline for stabilization and soil erodibility is difficult to 
determine effectively. 
 
4.3.1 Erosion Control Standards – Added language requiring permittee to follow their 
approved Erosion and Sediment Control plan, that measures need to be maintained in 
accordance with the plan, and that measures need to stay in place until the site is 
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permanently stabilized. The approved plans always include these items, but including 
them in the rules gives more credence to them during enforcement actions.   
 
7.2 Drainage Scope and Applicability – “Conveyance system” revised to be “private 
ditch system.” Conveyance system is too broad of a term for rule applicability purposes. 
 
8.2 Buffers Scope and Applicability – Added clause that buffers do not apply to linear 
projects or grading activities with no associated impervious surface. Permanent buffers 
tend to be infeasible for linear projects, and they are unnecessary for projects that do not 
include impervious. 
 
Appendix A Definitions – Removed definitions that are no longer used in the body of the 
Rules, revised the definition of Inundation Period for clarity, and added a definition for 
Site. 
 
Appendix C Conversion Factors – Added clarification that wet ponds need to be designed 
to at least a level 2 according to the Minnesota Stormwater Manual. This was already a 
requirement in that level 2 ponds treat the required amount of TSS, but this expands on 
what is required to make a pond level 2.   
      
IMPLICATIONS FOR RESOURCE/ORGANIZATION 
These updates to the current rules are intended to make the Rules easier to understand 
and increase ease of use for applicants.  
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COON CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 
Request for Board Action 

 
MEETING DATE:   February 23, 2026 
AGENDA NUMBER: 10 
ITEM:    DRAFT Personnel Guidance Manual 
 
AGENDA:    Discussion  
 
BACKGROUND 
On April 25, 2022, the Board approved the Coon Creek Watershed District 
Personnel Guidance Manual. On May 27, 2025, the Board approved an 
amendment to the Manual.   
 
In January 2026 several new laws came into effect that require an update to the 
Personnel Guidance Manual.  These laws included Minnesota Paid Leave and 
changes to meal and rest breaks. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Review and discuss the proposed Coon Creek Watershed District Personnel 
Guidance Manual.  Provide comments and corrections to provided draft for 
discussion for adoption.   
 
COORDINATION  
While staff has made minor grammatical corrections throughout the manual, the 
majority of the changes are due to the addition of the Minnesota Paid Leave and 
how it is to be used in conjunction with other leaves offered by the District. The 
Manual has been reviewed by legal counsel. 
 
 
PERTINENT FACTS/CHANGES PROPOSED 
 
Section Name Description of Change 
1.10 Data Practices 

Advisory 
Incorporation of laws regarding employee’s 
right to access personnel file every six months. 

3.04 Types of Employees Seasonal and Temporary also eligible for 
Minnesota Paid Leave 

5.03 Meal Breaks and 
Rest Breaks 

Updated to reflect new laws effective 1/1/2026 
for non-exempt employees:  30-minute unpaid 
lunch break and 15-minute break for every 4 
hours work 

7.02 Improper Deduction 
and Overpayment 
Policy 

Simplified 

7.03 Time Reporting Clarification of timesheet reporting being 
accurate and timely and recording of 30 
minutes lunch break times for non-exempt 
employees. 
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7.06 Non-Exempt 
(Overtime Eligible) 
Employees 

Incorporation of Minnesota Paid Leave into 
compensation details for non-exempt 
Employees 

7.07 Leave Policy for 
Exempt Employees 

Incorporation of Minnesota Paid Leave into 
details for Exempt Employees 

Article IX Benefits Incorporation of Minnesota Paid Leave in 
Benefits 

Article XI Leaves of Absence Include Minnesota Paid Leave  
11.01 Earned Sick and 

Safe Time (ESST) 
Summary of CCWD policy and moved overall 
policy to Appendix A  

11.04 Military Leave Updated to correspond to Minnesota Paid 
Leave 

11.05 Military Leave for 
Family Members 

Updated to correspond to Minnesota Paid 
Leave 

11.06 Military Leave for 
Family Member 
Injured or Killed in 
Active Service 

Updated to correspond to Minnesota Paid 
Leave 

11.12 Minnesota Paid 
Leave 

Summary of CCWD use of Minnesota Paid 
Leave policies and how it is used in conjunction 
with other leaves.  Minnesota Paid Leave Policy 
is Appendix B 

11.14 Adoptive Parents Updated to correspond to Minnesota Paid 
Leave 

11.19 Regular Leave 
Without Pay 

Updated to include unpaid leave beyond 
Minnesota Paid Leave 

11.20 Pregnancy and 
Parenting Leave 

Updated to correspond to Minnesota Paid 
Leave 

Article 
XII 

Respectful 
Workplace Policy 

Incorporated former Article XII -Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion into new Article XII along 
with former Article XIII Respectful Workplace 
Policy 

Appendix 
B 

Minnesota Paid 
Leave 

Addition of Minnesota Paid Leave guidelines 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
Adoption of this Personnel Guidance Manual with any recommended board 
changes will maintain legal compliance in accordance with changes brought 
about by new laws, including Minnesota Paid Leave and more clearly defines 
needed policies in order to provide added protection to the District. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Review, discuss and make recommendations and comment on the proposed 
Personnel Guidance Manual at the March 9, 2026, Board of Managers Meeting. 
 
OPTIONS, ACTION & IMPLEMENTATION STEPS 

1) Adopt the Personnel Guidance Manual as written.  
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2) Make changes to the Draft Personnel Guidance Manual and Adopt with 
proposed changes. 

3) Board will hold over and staff will bring revisions to the Board and discuss 
at the March 9, 2026, Board of Managers Meeting.   
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COON CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 
 
MEETING DATE:   February 23, 2026 
AGENDA NUMBER: 11 
ITEM:    Website Accessibility Audit and Compliance 
 
AGENDA:    Information 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
None 
 
PURPOSE  
Provide Board members with information on the federal requirements for local 
government to comply with federal web accessibility requirements and Staff’s plan to 
ensure CCWD complies by the April 2027 deadline.  
 
BACKGROUND/CONTEXT 
In April 2024 the Department of Justice (DOJ) updated its regulations for Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) to include specific requirements for state and 
local governments to comply with Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.2 
Level AA accessibility standards.  
 
These changes are intended to ensure that local government websites and their content 
are accessible to people with disabilities, including those with visual, audio, or mobility 
impairments that may use adaptive technology to access government services.  
 
WCAG 2.2 Level AA accessibility standards include items such as video captions, 
alternative text, image descriptions, contrast ratios, keyboard operability, and screen 
reader compatibility.   
 
As a special district, CCWD’s compliance date is April 2027. 
 
APPROACH 
This effort will be completed within the adopted 2026 budget.  
 
Over the past several months, staff have been in communication with other watershed 
districts, CCWD’s web developer, and multiple web accessibility consultants to develop 
a plan of action for bringing the website into compliance by April 2027. This plan 
includes: 

1. Completion of an Accessibility Audit  
a. Upon completion of the audit, an Audit Report will be issued detailing 

areas of non-compliance. Report will include issue details, affected 
audience, remediation recommendations, and priority levels. 

2. Address areas of non-compliance detailed in the Audit Report 
a. CCWD Web Developer (Plaudit) completes coding-based corrections 
b. CCWD Staff (Engagement Coordinator) completes non-coding corrections 

3. Confirmation of corrections and compliance by Allyant 
a. Upon confirmation of compliance, CCWD receives a compliance badge to 

display on website 
4. Maintenance 
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a. CCWD Staff will develop and implement a compliance checklist to be 
used when uploading new content to ensure continued compliance.  

 
Allyant Accessibility Services has been selected to complete this work alongside the 
District’s current web developer, Plaudit. Allyant was recommended by several other 
organizations, including Plaudit, and provided the most cost-effective and flexible scope 
of work for this effort.  
 
REFERENCES 

• DOJ Fact Sheet: https://www.ada.gov/resources/2024-03-08-web-rule/ 
• WCAG 2.2 AA Details: https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG22/ 
• Web Accessibility – Why It’s Important: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYpXzXKu8lk  
 

https://www.ada.gov/resources/2024-03-08-web-rule/
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG22/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYpXzXKu8lk
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STATE of MINNESOTA 

Executive Department       Governor Tim Walz 

Executive Order 26-03 

Protecting Minnesota’s Environment and Health and Supporting Economic 
Opportunity through Permitting Reform 

I, Tim Walz, Governor of the State of Minnesota, by the authority vested in me by the ConsƟtuƟon and 
applicable statutes, issue the following ExecuƟve Order. 

Today’s economy requires Ɵmely and transparent environmental permiƫng to meet the needs of the 
residents, workers, and businesses of Minnesota. That’s why my administraƟon is focused on ensuring 
state government has efficient and transparent processes that protect our communiƟes’ health and our 
state’s natural resources while promoƟng economic growth for both workers and businesses.  

The Minnesota PolluƟon Control Agency (“MPCA”) manages more than 28,000 air, water, and land 
permits at 22,500 sites across the state as part of our collecƟve commitment to ensuring Minnesotans 
have clean air, land, and water. Minnesotans expect that we protect the environment and realize 
sustainable economic growth and opportunity. We can do both. 

We have already made great strides to improve permiƫng processes and reduce Ɵmelines. I have signed 
legislaƟon that has streamlined permit applicaƟon Ɵmelines and clarified environmental review, which 
are some of the most significant permiƫng reforms of the last fiŌy years. I also signed legislaƟon 
requiring that state agencies establish project plans to enhance efficiency, transparency, and 
accountability. These changes have improved Ɵmeliness while keeping strong environmental standards 
that conƟnue to make Minnesota the best place to live, work, and raise a family. 

SƟll, we must do more. MeeƟng the transformaƟonal clean economy goals of the Minnesota Climate 
AcƟon Framework and conƟnuing to create family-supporƟng jobs in Minnesota requires our conƟnued 
development of more efficient and predictable permiƫng systems for businesses and residents in our 
state. 

For these reasons, I order as follows: 

1. MPCA will:  

a. Employ a two-stage air permiƫng process to qualifying projects pursuant to its 
authority in Minn. Rules 7007.0750 subp. 7 by March 1, 2026.  



 

2 
 

b. Launch an iniƟaƟve to reduce permiƫng Ɵmelines for the air, water, and land 
permits it issues by March 31, 2026. This project will:  

i. Review the permiƫng efficiency goals in Minnesota Statutes 116.03, 
subdivision 2b and either affirm those goals or work with others to suggest 
new goals;  

ii. Incorporate permiƫng efficiency goals and corresponding strategies in the 
agency’s 2024 - 2028 strategic plan;   

iii. Modernize the permiƫng applicaƟon process, with a focus on customer 
experience, by moving permit applicaƟons to online, web-based formats, and 
publishing a schedule for when this will occur; 

iv. Pilot arƟficial intelligence to find innovaƟve ways to improve permiƫng 
Ɵmelines;  

v. Regularly engage Minnesota businesses and communiƟes via the creaƟon of a 
permiƫng efficiency technical advisory group to help develop strategies to 
reduce permiƫng Ɵmelines;  

vi. Develop tools for Minnesota businesses and the Minnesota Business First Stop 
(“MBFS”) to clearly arƟculate Minnesota’s environmental permiƫng process 
and potenƟal permiƫng Ɵmelines; and 

vii. Provide an annual progress report to the Governor’s office by October 1, 2026.  

c. Update and enhance the Permit ApplicaƟon Tracker currently available on the 
agency website so that anyone may track the status of open permit applicaƟons by 
April 1, 2026. The Permit ApplicaƟon Tracker should be regularly updated and 
conƟnuously improved to meet the expectaƟons of Minnesota’s businesses and 
residents. 

d. Annually release a list of environmental consultants that have successfully submiƩed 
complete permit applicaƟons on behalf of their clients at least 80% of the Ɵme.  

2. The Department of Employment and Economic Development, through MBFS and with 
support of MBFS members, will: 

a. Convene at least two MBFS meeƟngs per year focused on Minnesota’s overall 
regulatory environment and how Minnesota can improve customer experience for 
project proposers seeking environmental permits.  

b. Submit a report to the Governor’s office by December 1, 2026 that outlines: 

i. Areas of concerns from businesses seeking environmental permits; 

ii. IniƟaƟves other states have undertaken to improve permiƫng efficiency;  

iii. Emerging industries and potenƟal gaps in the current environmental 
permiƫng process that may pose a barrier for recruiƟng innovaƟve and clean 
technologies to Minnesota; and 
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iv. RecommendaƟons for reducing permiƫng Ɵmelines and improving customer 
experience.  

This ExecuƟve Order is effecƟve fiŌeen days aŌer publicaƟon in the State Register and filing with the 
Secretary of State. It will remain in effect unƟl rescinded by proper authority or unƟl it expires in 
accordance with Minnesota Statutes 2025, secƟon 4.035, subd. 3. 

A determination that any provision of this Executive Order is invalid will not affect the enforceability of 
any other provision of this Executive Order. Rather, the invalid provision will be modified to the extent 
necessary so that it is enforceable. 

 
Signed on February 13, 2026 
 

 

Tim Walz, GOVERNOR 
 
Filed According to Law: 
 

 

Steve Simon, SECRETARY OF STATE 

Filed February 13, 2026
Office of the Minnesota
Secretary of State
Steve Simon
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